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A$n@ralm&itf3 io the Claims 

Please amend claims 1 mul 3*4 * without p^udlcev 
Please add new claims 8-20, 

11ms listing of claims wilt replace all prior versions, aM listtep of claims in the 
application: 



L (Currently Am^eted) A ccimpE^ri^ 

■creating a metadata file, said, metadata file defining -objects sSi^ISlMfe 
reading the metadata file; 

weiii the i^etadMa file mt& m object mode! having at least one 
object: and 

oo^g™ loading the oato the router. 

2. (Original) The ermpulerixed method of claim L wherein loading the -ofejeets mm 
the router bads the objects into an SNMF (Simple Network MmmgeftMrnt: 
Protocol) MIB (Management Mbrmaikm Bast?}, 

3. (Cw^ntiy Amended) Jim mmpmmmxl meted of dalm h whmm\ itw nmmdm. 
file compile m immkML^ 

fonnai.ted ik, 

4. (Currently Amended) The computerised method of claim L wherein convening 
the metadata fife includes creMmg a hash table of ^rfcfe ladMlI. nmnm and 
attribute valines from the metadata file, 

(Previo^sty Presented) The cmxputenzul method of claim I > wherein converting 

metadata file comprises converti ng a required mhs%i of the metadata mio an 
Object rnodef 
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6, (^mvmmlf PmmmM) life e^mfMerteed ^eikx! of eklm !. ;> furte coo^Ai; 

ee>mparfef by the rooier lib -'ofej^cts of tbe object model to a ttkotkte object 

epdMkg thaiuMiii^ obf^ei mode! wife #Smm^ idte^i&d by the 

7> ( Previously Presemed) The eomp«ri»d method of claim 1 , Ibrfcr c^prisisg: 
mdhsg; & moltoe object model fern the rooter; 
eompariBg the ragtime ohf eet smxkl to s&ctate m the retadam f fc; mi 
ipktkg the mcfeHte. ik with differences identified by the comprkan, 

I, (New) A method eOTpdsbg: 

cIMMmg m pter&Hij of off ceis tot represent OTmponenix af & network 
■device by providing. In om or mom metadata ffe accessible by a plurality of 
applleMioos, meta mformaiion regarffeg tlwpl^mllty of olpofee kelodi&g 
desenpliom of the of ^Nects, cerdlgumfeo ie&roMl« .^»cfetcd with 

each of the plor#tv of obNete Mid lolbo^moo ^g&r&g reted^^ ^bi p^ nmmg the 
plurality of objects m the form of oeiwoik eompooeoi d^.desmptiom; m& 

eoeSgoriog a network device b&sed on tie tmm i^rffeniiatlcm by remhog 
the met& ls;$:!:or^siio^>. eoiveriatg tte tws$& i$$kwtiwik>u & i%mi& rorstoBe ohjeei 
mode! kdediog ptomllly of objects eoMigured k. Kcordsoee with Ihe 
eoMi:pmt!0a m&mMio^ &&d. toMiog the phrflty of ob?«te onto «wo?fe 
device. 

9. (New) The method ofekkn 8, wherek configuring a network device teed 
on the mefes mtferm&tkm eomprbes r^todog the network device to an original 

10, (New) The method of ebim 8, f^mmmipMng upimm§M oooJ!gyral« of the 
network device based m the mm mhrnmimn by 

respo^I ve to an update to ibe «e or im^ metadata files, re^lfeg&? mm 
iBfemitloo :fk)m fee ooe or more meiarfeta Sfcs; 
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eon verting the mesa Information iuto She meta ruiatte object model; 

eofnpuing objects of a eurrerit .network device runtime otgcrt model to the 
meta runtime ofejsct model; 

updating the network device runtime objsot model to account for 
dlflemtiees identified by said compiling. 

1 1 , (Mew) The method of claim 8, further comprising updating the cine m mor« 
metadata tiles to reflect a current eonitgaradon of the network device by 

ideotifykg objects of a current network device runtime object model; 

reading the mda information front the one or mote metadata files; 

concerting lite meta Momaiioa Into tfeemeta nianme object model; 

eompsmng ths objects of the correal network device nratime object model 
to the meta runtime object model; 

updating appropriate files of the one or more metadata Mm to account for 
difference identified by said comparing. 

12, (Mew) The method of claim -.8, wherein said loading the plurality of objects onto 
lbs; network <k\kc comprises loading the plurality of objects Into a Simple 
Network Management Protocol. (SNMF) Mar^gemetu Intbrai&tion Base (MIS). 

1 3, (Mew) The method of claim S, whemn the one or more metadata files .comprise 
American Standard Code for lafommtka Interchange (ASCII) formatted riles. 

14, (New) lite method of claim 8, wherein converting the mots Information into « 
meOi runtime object model comprises creating a hash table of atfrifeale names and 
attribute values frost the one or awe -metadata files, 

15, (blew) The method of claim S ? wherein converting, the ntcta information into a 
meta. rondme object model comprises converting only a required, subset of the. 
mem information into- the tmi& runtime object 
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16. (New) The reahed of date 10, wherein said updating the tieftrcik device 
ru&toe object model to ^coom for dtfeenees eompi^s dfereiardfeg 
imehmged meta Moms^m, 

17. (Mew) A system ^ompriiiag : 

a oiela information means for defeing meia kformsiicm m ooe m more 
metadata, fife regaolog a. ploratto of obje$& thai m$mmm mmptmmn ofe 
rsetwofk devke is* the fiwm ^i'mtmmk mmpomnt dm$ (kmn^mm, i\m mtwmk 
compmml ctem dmcrlptmm tadudkg descriptions of the plurality of objects, 
ooMlgiitMkm mlamMkn* assoeteted with each of the plurality of ofepcts and 
kilbtiBalbo regarding ^Imto^Ip ma®$ the pbsaifty of objects; ami 

$ «work device coiiig^rstkm mesam^ res pooas w i*> the mem fefemaio^ 
means, Ibr C0aflgurkg a. aetwoA d^l^e teed oo the mem inifcrm&tfcm by 
reading the mela iirfoomttion,. cob verdng the mela IiifooBatton mlo a m«ta 
m&tims object model iootadtog fee plurality ef objects eenSgiOTd in weord^ce 
wife the coEilgurMioB kfemMil^. m& loading t&a pkmlity »f objects onto 
network dcvioe> 

1 1,. (Maw) The system erf claim 17, wherein tfe s= B-etwofk device co&fo gur&ti&R aie&fts 
restcam tie Bciwoek device to &b original amfig^^km based on the men 

1% (Mew) The system of dmm. 1 7, whefek the network device eomflgamli^ means 

if fotther configured to update a eon%uratkm of the network device based on the 

me?a ird^rmatbo by 

responsive to the ineia infomsahoo mean% readmg the oieta iolbmaate. 

fmm Urn mm or more metadata files; 

con vening fee meta mlbrmatkm kto the meta runtime object model: 
compiiog *jects of a correal aetwork device mBtime object mmM to the 

mete imiime o-fejeet model; 
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updating the network dev^e runtime object mode! to account for 
dif&raices Identified by mid comparing. 

20. (New) Tte $f$imi of claim 17, wteem the network device conigumtion: means 
1$ fwfer configured to ^pd&fe the one or more metadata files to reiect a citrrent 
conilguraiion of tbe network ctevfce by 

Idenhiymg objects of a current network cte^ke mzttitm object model; 

te&dkig the meta information from the one or more memdaia files; 

converting the Ml SBibmiatioo, Into the meta rami me ofepet model; 

com.p^:kg tbe objects of the etirresif net work device nmikse object mode! 
to the mm mtuime object model; and 

updating appropriate OJes of the one or more raet&d&M files to account lor 
diifeencc^ identified by said comparing. 



